One of the most important
aspects of buying a ball is the
teel vou get on the putting
green, Afterall, putting
accounts for a third of your
score, 0 playing with a ball

you enjoy the feel of will help.

Yet few of us bother to try a
few different balls out before
we buy. The question is,

can you really notice the
difference between a ball
designed for distance,
another designed for feel
orone supposedly
manufactured to offer the

-

best of both worlds?

We blindfolded TG’s three

testers so that they couldn’t
see the ball they were hitting,
gave them three putts with
each ball, and asked them o
rate each for feel. The resules
were fascinating....
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*What a difference a biindfold makes!
| was amazed that my top two ranking
feel balls were brands that | have
never chosen off the shop shelf to
play with before. Now that I've felt the
difference I'll definitely give them a go
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“One of the most interesting findings
that came out of my test was that
some ol the distance balls | least
expected to feel great... did. | really
liked the response from the Precept
Distance, Nike Ignite and Callaway
HX Hot — balls that are all primarily
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“I normally play with a slightly firmer
ball so | was looking forward lo seeing
how much softer in terms of feel the
“softer” balls really were. And while
most of them did feel considerably
nicer off the putterface, there were
some that didn't measure up for me.
One such ball was the Ben Hogan
Apex Tour Deep. It made a really
distinctive sound, but not in a good
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| found it easy to identify the lower
spin balls like the Srixon Z-URC and
Titleist Pro V1x as they stood out for
their slightly firmer feel and faster exit
off the clubface. Every golfer should
try this test before buying a ball."
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pitched at the player seeking added
length off the tee, but in all three cases
distance doesn't come at the sacrifice
of feel. The Wilson Staff Dx2 Soft was
my standout favourite. It offered a
buttery soft feel off the putterface that
simply couldn’t be matched.”
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way. | also didn't really warm to the
Nike One Black. The one ball

that I really did like the feel of was the
Wilson TX4 Pro. It felt soft, bul at

the same time | didn't feel | had to
give it a whack to gel it to the hole.
When | took the blindfold off at the
end of the test, | discovered | really
liked the look of the ball's unique
dimples as well.”
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